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DETAILED ACTION 
This is the Final Office Action for application number 10/685,373 Electronic 
Device Support, filed on 10/14/03. Claims 1-47 are pending. Claims 12-19, 38-41 and 
43-47 are withdrawn. This Final Office Action is in response to applicant's reply dated 
3/3/05. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

f 

On page 7, line 17 "biasing element 32" should be changed to "biasing element 

38". 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 1-11, 20-37 and 42 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as 
based on a disclosure which is not enabling. Critical or essential to the practice of the 
invention, but not included in the claim(s) is not enabled by the disclosure. See In re 
Mayhew, 527 F.2d 1 229, 1 88 USPQ 356 (CCPA 1 976). 
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Claims 1, 20 and 30 recite a biasing element having a first end that directly 
contacts and indirectly contacts the elongate member and a second end which is totally 
enclosed within the support arm. The specification lacks an adequate description of 
how the first end of the biasing element can directly and indirectly contact the elongate 
member. The specification also lacks an adequate description of how the second end is 
mounted and enclosed with the support arm. 

Claims 1-11, 20-37 and 42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 1, 20 and 30 recite a biasing element having a first end that one of 
directly contacts and indirectly contacts the elongate member and it is unclear if the 
limitations of "directly or indirectly contacts" are intended to be conjunctive or 
disjunctive. If the limitations are intended to be conjunctive, it is unclear how the biasing 
element can both directly and indirectly contact the elongate member. The claim was 
examined as if the elements were intended to be disjunctive. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

Claims 1-3, 6-10, 20-26, 28 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by United States Patent No. 2765796 to Guenther. 

The patent to Guenther discloses an electronic device support having a 
cylindrical elongate member (2, 4) with a longitudinal first end and having a female 
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member (2) slideably coupled with a male member (4) in a longitudinal direction of the 
elongate member, and a support arm (See Drawing Below) including a band (7) 
slideably and rotatably positioned around the elongate member (2,4) and a* cantilever 
support arm (12, 13) extending from the band (7) which has a slot (See Drawing Below), 
extending in the longitudinal direction of the cantilever arm, and a platform mount (21) 
connected as a distal end of the cantilever support arm (12, 13) and an electronic 
device platform (25, 26, 30, 31 ) and a slide block (20) at a distal end of the support arm 
(12, 13), the device platform (25, 26, 31) which is slidably connected to the cantilever 
arm, wherein an electronic device (C) is slidably connected to the cantilever support 
arm (12, 13) and wherein the platform mount (21) is slideably connected to the 
extension side block (The term slideably meaning to change position or be dislocated 
from, see Webster's Dictionary ). 



Support Arm 



Biasing 
Element 



2 nd End 




Biasing Element 
1 st end 



Uuenther also discloses a support arm biasing member (10) located at least 



partially within the support arm and providing a frictional holding force between the 
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support arm and the elongate member, the support arm biasing element including a first 
end (See Drawing Above) indirectly contacts the elongate member (2,4) and a second 
end (See Drawing Above) totally enclosed within the support arm. 

Claims 1 , 1 1 , 20 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by United States Patent No. 1188951 to Lacerda. 

The patent to Lacerda shows a support device including an elongate member 
(23) with a longitudinal first end and a support arm (20, 31 , 40, 50, 51 ) including a band 
(20, 31) and a cantilever arm (51, 50), the band being slideable and rotatable relative to 
the elongate member, and a bushing (21) between the elongate member and the band 
(31 ) and a spring detent (24) located in the band (20, 31 ) proximate to the bushing and 
a support arm biasing element (22) located in the spring detent. 

Lacerda also discloses a support arm biasing member (22) located at least 
partially within the support arm and providing a frictional holding force between the 
support arm and the elongate member, the support arm biasing element including a first 
end indirectly contacts the elongate member and a second end totally enclosed within 
the support arm. 

Claims 30, 31 and 42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by United States Patent No. 3533583 to Azim. 
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Azin shows an electronic support device (10) having a cylindrical elongate 
member (18) having an upper and lower longitudinal end (See Drawing Below), a 
support arm (28, 30) including a band (30) and a cantilever arm (28) extending from the 
band, the band positioned around the elongate member (18), the band being slideable 
and rotatable relative to the elongate member and a monitor mount (86, 172) (The 
device shows a motor being mounted to the monitor mount, but the aperture in 86 could 
be used to mount any desired device) connected to the upper end and a base (22) and 
having a handle recess attached to the lower end of the elongated pole, any recess 
could be used as a handle to pick up and carry the device (See Drawing Below), the 
base having a plurality of wheels (26) connected to the base (22). 



Upper and 
lower 

longitudinal 
ends 
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Device 

Mount 
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Azim also discloses a support arm biasing member (36) located at least partially 
within the support arm and providing a frictional holding force between the support arm 
and the elongate member, the support arm biasing element including a first end 
indirectly contacts the elongate member and a second end totally enclosed within the 
support arm. 




if 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

Claims 1 and 3-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over United States Patent No. 5284260 to Caligiuri, Sr. and in view of United States 
Patent No. 2765796 to Guenther. 

The patent to Caligiuri, Sr. teaches the basic inventive concept including a 
support device (10) with an elongate member (12, 14), with a male (12) and female (14) 
member slidably coupled together in a longitudinal direction, a spring biasing element 
(40) interposed between the male and female member in the longitudinal direction. 
Caligirui, Sr. shows that the device also has a support arm (50, 52) which includes a 
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band (52 ) the band being slidably and rotatably positioned around the elongate 
member and a cantilever arm (50) extending from the band (52). 

Caligiuri, Sr. does not teach a support arm biasing member located at least 
partially within the support arm and providing a frictional holding force between the 
support arm and the elongate member, the support arm biasing element including a first 
end indirectly contacts the elongate member (2,4) and a second end totally enclosed 
within the support arm. 

Guenther discloses a support arm biasing member (10) located at least partially 
within the support arm and providing a frictional holding force between the support arm 
and the elongate member, the support arm biasing element including a first end (See 
Drawing Above) indirectly contacts the elongate member (2,4) and a second end (See 
Drawing Above) totally enclosed within the support arm. The biasing member used to 
frictionally secure the support arm to the elongate member. Therefore it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art from the teachings of Guenther to have 
added a biasing member in order to frictionally secure the support arm to the elongate 
member. 

Claims 32-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
United States Patent No. 3533583 to Azim as applied to claim 30 above, and in view of 
United States Patent No. 2765796 to Guenther. 

Azim discloses applicant's basic inventive concept, all the elements which are 
shown above and including an adjustable electronic device platform (See Drawing 
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Above) and platform mount (14) which are both connected to the cantilever arm (28). 
Azim does not show that the cantilever arm has a slot extending in a longitudinal 
direction, the electronic device and platform being slideably connected to the cantilever 
arm. 

Guenther shows a support device with a cantilever arm (13) which has an 
electronic device platform (25, 26, 30, 31 ) and a mount (21 ), which are slideably 
mounted to the cantilever arm (13) via a longitudinal slot (See Drawing Above), used so 
that the mount and the platform are slideably adjustable relative to the support stand. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made from the teachings of Guenther to have included this 
configuration in order to made the device adjustable in a slideable direction. 

Claim 37 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over United 
States Patent No. 3533583 to Azim as applied to claim 30 above, and in view of United 
States Patent No. to 1 188951 to Lacerda . 

Azim discloses applicant's basic inventive concept, all the elements which are 
shown above with the exception that is does not show wherein there is a bushing in 
between the elongate member and the band and a spring element located in the band 
proximate to the bushing and a support arm biasing element located in the spring 
detent. 

The patent to Lacerda shows a support device including an elongate member 
(23) with a longitudinal first end and a support arm (20, 31 , 40, 50, 51) including a band 
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(20, 31) and a cantilever arm (51, 50), the band being slideable and rotatable relative to 
the elongate member, and a bushing (21) between the elongate member and the band 
(31) and a spring detent (24) located in the band (20, 31) proximate to the bushing and 
a support arm biasing element (22) located in the spring detent. This configuration is 
used so that the rotating band, does not frictionally wear on the elongated member and 
the spring detent is used to lock the rotating band in place. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
from the teachings of Lacerda to have modified the device of Azim to have the above 
configuration in order to reduce wear between elements and to lock the device in a 
desired location. 

Response to Arguments 

The applicant has argued that the references as cited above do not disclose a 

f 

biasing element as described by the claims. This is unpersuasive because the biasing 
element is clearly shown by the references as taught by the rejection above. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded 
of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
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mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. Any inquiry concerning this 
communication should be directed to Amy J. Sterling at telephone number 571-272- 
6823. The examiner can normally be reached (M-F 8 a.m.-5:00 p.m.). If attempts to 
reach the examiner are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Leslie Braun can be 
reached at 571-272-6815. The fax machine number for the Technology center is 703- 
872-9306 (formal amendments) or 571-273-6823 (informal amendments and 
communications). Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 
application should be directed to the Technology Center receptionist at 571-272-3600. 





Amy J. Sterling 
5/14/05 



PRIMARY EXAMINER 



